Noah’s Saving Faith
Was Noah saved by faith or works? Did he have to obey God’s commandments in building the ark? Or could he have been saved from the flood without meeting any of the conditions God placed on his deliverance? I think we can see the obvious answers to these questions. If Noah wanted deliverance, he had to build the ark in the way God instructed him: gopher wood, 300 cubits long, one door, etc. 

But I ask you. Once Noah met all of the requirements in building the ark, did he have a right to boast in providing his own salvation after the flood? Was he saved by faith or works? Friends, the Bible says Noah was saved by faith (Heb. 11:7). Despite all the works he had to do in completing the ark, he was not saved by his own effort. God saved Noah as he exercised the faith in His word. “Being divinely warned,” he “moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household” (Heb. 11:7). He could not sit back and do nothing with the mindset that his salvation was all up to God. He had to obey God. But neither could he boast in the aftermath of the flood and say he had delivered himself by his own merit. God saved Noah!

The same principles are true with our salvation today. The Bible says we are saved by faith in Christ (John 3:16). Does this mean we are saved simply by acknowledging that salvation is in Christ? Of course not. Saying Jesus is the Son of God is not enough to be saved. We must be willing to obey Him as well (Heb. 5:9). Anyone can acknowledge Jesus’ deity, but until they yield to His will they will not be saved from sin (John 12:42-43). Just as Noah had to physically erect an ark to exercise faith in God’s power to save him, so must we meet certain requirements to be saved in Jesus. This includes faith, repentance (Acts 17:30), confession (Romans 10:9-10) and baptism (Acts 2:38). This is our blueprint for entering the body of Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). The Ephesians were saved by faith (Eph. 2:8-9), but even they had to meet the requirements of salvation, which included water baptism (Acts 19:4-5). Have you been saved according to God’s blueprint?  — Mike Thomas
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