No Tears in Heaven? 
 
Someone wrote in and asked, “Let's suppose that God does award an eternity in heaven to me, but not my wife. How can I be eternally happy knowing she is not there but in the other place? What about any of my 4 children, 13 grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren who don't make it? How could I be happy knowing any of them did not make it?” This is a good question that I will try to answer in this brief article. 
The Bible says, “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away” (Rev. 21:4). The challenge we have is in understanding how God will accomplish this without robbing us entirely of our earthly memories. How can we find lasting joy in heaven when knowing that our son or daughter or wife or husband or parent or sibling is in a place that Jesus describes as a place where “the fire shall never be quenched” (Mark 9:42)? Who can be at peace with anyone going to hell, let alone among people we know and love?  
Something to consider is how we now have moments of joy when there are people currently in similar conditions. Jesus said all who die enter Hades, where they are either in Paradise (Luke 23:43) or in torments (Luke 16:23). If we believe Him, how are we able to dismiss the condition of those in torments and still have moments of joy? What makes it possible for us to rejoice on our wedding day, at our child’s birth, or in our baptism while others are now suffering? 
We rejoice in these moments because we have the ability to focus our minds on one thing while dismissing other concerns. Beloved, if God can help us find moments like these while we occupy the flesh, away from His presence, what can He do for us when we are free from the physical? If He helps us experience moments of joy while robed in an imperfect body, what will He do for us when He gives us a new body that is “raised in power” (1 Cor. 15:43)? Do we really think it is impossible for Him to give us a body or create an environment that allows us to forget the cares of this life?  
The real lesson to learn in all of this is that now is the time to persuade the people we love to obey God. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). The only people promised relief in eternity are those in heaven. And the only people promised eternal life are those in Christ (1 John 5:11). Everyone else will experience painful weeping (Matt. 25:30). 
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