It’s Naked Season
Now is the time of year when many get naked in public by wearing skimpy, provocative clothing. As the temperature rises, the clothes start coming off…in public. It’s not that provocative clothing is not found in colder temperatures; a woman can be just as seductive in a tight dress as in short shorts. It’s just that people don’t get naked in public as often as they do when the temperature is warmer.
One of the traits that will be true of a person living for God is a sense of shame when it comes to dressing their bodies. They will try to present themselves in public in clothing that is not provocative, revealing, or suggestive. The Bible term for this desire for decency is modesty. A child of God will want to dress themselves in a modest manner. The Bible tells women to “adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation…which is proper for women professing godliness” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10). Certainly this principle would also apply to men professing godliness.
When Adam and Eve’s eyes were opened after eating the forbidden fruit, they saw their nakedness and “sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings” (Gen. 3:7). God had to later clothe them in tunics made from animal skin (v. 21). Why do you think God made them tunics? What was the point of further clothing them, especially since they were the only humans on earth? Indeed it was to set a precedent for proper clothing. When He later pronounced a judgment against Babylon, God likened their demise to a woman being improperly dressed in public–“take off the skirt, uncover the thigh...Your nakedness shall be uncovered, Yes, your shame will be seen” (Isa. 47:2, 3). Imagine that! God referred to an uncovered thigh in public as nakedness!
Honestly folks, are skimpy shorts, low shirts, and modern bathing suits any less revealing than Adam and Eve’s fig leaves or Babylon’s uncovered thigh? Do we have a sense of shame and a desire for modesty when wearing such thought-provoking attire? Can we honestly say we are professing godliness in trying to get as close as we can to Adam and Eve’s condition before God clothed them? Would God further clothe us if He was still making clothes for people? –Mike Thomas
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