Multi-site Churches of Christ
The Highland Oaks Church of Christ, in Plano, Texas, is now the proud ownership of the Pitman Creek Church of Christ, about 14 miles away. “The two churches, one growing and one struggling...will merge in the coming months” (The Christian Chronicle, April 2007). “We’ll be one congregation meeting in two locations,” said Don Crisp, one of the 14 elders at Highland Oaks.  “This is a new concept in Churches of Christ,” said Pitman Creek minister Steve Roseberry. “In the name of autonomy, we’ve been reluctant to take this on,” but then added, “We’re all members, one to another...that extends beyond congregational lines.” Therefore, the Highland Oaks elders will now have oversight over the Pitman church—sharing a common staff, eldership and budget—with Pitman Creek being a “a multi-site for the church at Highland Oaks”. The elders of the 200 membership church is yielding its leadership to the one with 2,000 members. 


Novel idea, right? Sounds new and exciting with a fresh approach to the old pattern of churches respecting each other’s autonomy. It is unfortunate, though, that such a concept is already in practice in the religious world and that these churches of Christ are not the first to apply it. The Catholic church has been doing it for years. Every church in the Catholic church is governed locally by a priest; several churches make up a diocese and is overseen by a bishop; several diocese are overseen by an archbishop; then all churches are overseen universally by the pope. But history shows that all of this began with an abuse of the eldership and in one elder presiding over others and in one eldership presiding over another. How is that any different than what these churches in Texas are doing? If the elders at Highland Oaks are permitted to assume the oversight of Pitman Creek, governing both congregations, why could they not assume the oversight of many churches—perhaps universally? And how is that in keeping with God’s will, which tells elders to “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you” (1 Peter 5:2)? 



Friends, may we never grow tired of doing things God’s way. Sure this “new” concept of church organization is exciting to a few folks in Texas, but how is it pleasing to God when His pattern is completely ignored and usurped? Has God’s will ever been determined by what we think is appropriate? King Saul thought it would be a novel idea to alter God’s will just a little in not completely destroying the Amalekites. He obeyed most of God’s will, leaving only one person and a few animals alive, but God saw this for what it really was: rebellion. Samuel told him, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king" (1 Samuel 15:22-23). 


Yes, all Christians are of one body in the Lord, but the rule of the eldership is not to extend beyond congregational lines. That’s not “Church of Christ policy”. It’s God’s will.
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