Moses’ Body
 
In Jude 9 there is a most perplexing statement, “Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” The reason this is so perplexing to most Bible students is because this is the only mention of it in the Bible. We can read of Moses’ death, and how “no one knows his grave to this day” (Deuteronomy 34:6), but nowhere is there any other reference to the dispute over his body—making it impossible to know all of the details of this event. 
There is a theory that suggests Jude borrowed this story from an uninspired book of the first century, The Assumption Of Moses. Because of this, and the idea that he also quoted from the book of Enoch (Jude 14,15), there have been several scholars to suggest Jude was not an inspired writer of God. I will agree that it is odd that Jude is the only one to mention these events, but why would it discredit him as an inspired writer to quote from non-biblical sources in making a point? Didn’t Paul do the same thing in addressing the Athenians (Acts 17:28) or in referring to the Cretans (Titus 1:12)? Is Paul any less of an apostle for quoting non-biblical sources to relate to his audience? Of course not. He said it was his aim to become all things to all people (1 Cor. 9:19-23), which would have certainly included referring to events and ideas that served as a common ground in illustrating a scriptural point. 
I am inclined, though, to believe Jude was referring to a literal event regarding Moses’ body since he surrounded the story with actual events (vv. 5-11). If not, and this is a fictional event all together, the point he was making remains the same: there are those who will rebel against God’s will without any fear whatsoever. If it was not true of the devil with Moses’ body it is certainly true of those who reject the truth today. They are bringing on themselves very real, non-fictional consequences in the same way the rebellious angels (Jude 6), Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 7), and Cain, Balaam and Korah did (v. 11). There’s nothing fictional about sin’s judgment!  
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