Misunderstanding Grace
A preacher wrote: “Until God makes us alive we are dead. A dead man cannot do anything until he has been quickened by grace. If baptism is essential for salvation then a dead man would have to do something in his own power which is impossible…If there is one thing added to grace then grace is not grace.”  
Because of the influence of men like this, many sincere souls have been convinced that if they do certain things for salvation they will nullify grace. They especially believe this when dismissing baptism. They’ll acknowledge faith, repentance, and confession for salvation, but not baptism. It somehow violates God’s grace, while these other acts do not.  
Jesus told His apostles, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:15, 16). These verses not only reveal the mode of salvation, they clearly demonstrate our responsibility in redemption. To say we “cannot do anything until God quickens us” is a perversion of grace. He wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:3, 4). It is our responsibility to repent and obey the gospel (Heb. 5:9; Acts 2:38). 
Noah was saved from the flood because of God’s grace (Gen. 6:8). Had he held to this corrupt version of grace, he could have been saved without building the ark (“if one thing is added to grace then grace is not grace”). But his faith in God would not permit that. Instead, he moved with godly fear in meeting the conditions of salvation that God’s grace made available (Heb. 11:7). Likewise, a sinner must enter Christ to be saved from condemnation (Eph. 1:7; Rom. 6:3-7). The Bible says this is done through a gospel that includes water baptism (Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Pet. 3:20,21). To say otherwise is to misunderstand God’s amazing grace.  –Mike Thomas
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