Mid-life Prizes
 
We are told that a man, when reaching his advancing years, will enter a period of life that is known as a “mid-life crisis” because of his realization that his time on earth is coming to an end. He wrestles with what he has done with his life versus what he will do with whatever time he has left. Some men will see this as an opportunity to sow the wild oats that are leftover from adolescence. But this will not be testimony of the maturing Christian man, who is still responsible for fleeing youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22) — even if they are not as intense as they used to be.  
Instead of lamenting over what could have been, the Christian man will see his diminishing time on earth as a blessing and extract as much value from it. He knows the significance of the prayer in Psalm 90:12, “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” His age has given him a vantage point that allows him to look back and see how quickly life has passed, and how even more quickly the future days will be, if the Lord wills. His advancing years did not rob him of youthful desires as much as they provided him with prizes that he did not appreciate in his younger days. This is especially true regarding his family. 
Despite what some denominations teach, people won’t share in the marriage relationship after this life. In eternity, “they neither marry nor are given in marriage” (Mark 12:25). It is an earthly relationship that God has given us to enjoy as our portion in this life (Eccl. 9:9). The aging Christian man realizes this and takes the time each day to appreciate his wife. He knows that the final day of that relationship is quickly approaching.
An aging man of wisdom will also let his parents and siblings know that he loves them, should he have any left. As in marriage, our earthly family ties are known only in this life. Our only identity at death will be that of individuals made by the Father of spirits (Heb. 12:9). Therefore, “Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old” (Pro. 23:22). 
As an older Christian, he sees the value of hugging his children and letting them know how much he loves them, no matter their age. It might be the last time he gets to see them, forever. This is especially true if some of them are not living by faith in God. We might rescue our children from a lot of things in life, but we won’t save them from their accountability to God (2 Cor. 5:10). The Christian man realizes this and will warn in love and patience with whatever time he has left. They might not take seriously his warnings, but his love for them will prompt him to warn them anyway (Gen. 19:14). Nevertheless, he embraces them while he still can—knowing that today may be his last with them. 
Life under the sun is a beautiful journey for the child of God. By seeking first God’s will at every age, “his life shall be as a prize to him” (Jer. 21:9). The only mid-life crisis he has is finding enough time and energy to do all the good he wants to accomplish while he is still here.
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