Merry Christmas…in January
 
I am writing this article on January 18th, which is Christmas Eve to those of the Armenian Church. There is an element in the Armenian faith that celebrates Christ’s birth on January 6th, but the Orthodox Armenians celebrate on January 19th. The dispute is based on the 13-day discrepancy between the Gregorian and Julian calendars. The conservative Armenians use the calendar set forth by Julius Caesar, while others use the Gregorian calendar set forth by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, which most of the world uses. 
So what does all of this mean? At the least it shows that there is no way of knowing for certain the day Jesus was born. Some religions say it is January 6th while many say December 25th; most encyclopedias say Jesus was born in the spring. There is no way we can know for certain since the date is not given in the Bible. Furthermore, the concept of celebrating Christ’s birth was initiated by the Catholic Church to compete with the pagan celebration of the sun, which was already practiced on December 25th. It was not something initiated by the apostles of Christ nor was it practiced among the first Christians. Even the Catholic Encyclopedia (New Advent) acknowledges this: 
Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church. Irenaeus and Tertullian omit it from their lists of feasts; Origen, glancing perhaps at the discreditable imperial Natalitia, asserts that in the Scriptures sinners alone, not saints, celebrate their [gods] birthday.
Instead of following this catholic tradition, why don’t we follow only the apostles in doing the will of Christ? They had no intention of celebrating Christ’s birth as a religious holiday, let alone in doing so on December 25th. The only memorial they taught was a memorial for Christ’s death (1 Cor. 11:23– 26), which was practiced on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 2:42). Ironically, we can meet that tradition accurately and with complete unity on whatever calendar we use since every week begins with Sunday. 
January 6th, January 19th, or December 25th. Whatever date you choose for celebrating Christmas, let it be known that the decision you make will not be based on the word of God, but on the opinion of men. 
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