Marks of Maturity
There is evidence of maturing in Christ (1 Tim. 4:15). We will “not be children in understanding… but in understanding be mature” (1 Cor. 14:20). Christians are maturing properly when they are:

Receptive to the Truth. There is a difference between religious opinion and religious fact. When the Jewish Christians learned of the first Gentiles being converted to the Lord, they could have responded like so many at that time—“And they listened until this word” (Acts 22:22). Instead, the Christians who heard Peter’s account of Cornelius’ conversion “became silent; and they glorified God, saying, ‘Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life’” (Acts 11:18). This “new” development was contrary to their expectations in Christianity, which caused a moment of pause, but when they realized it was God’s will to include Gentiles in the gospel call, they embraced it with open arms. Mature Christians will accept the truth of God’s word even when it condemns their current trends and expectations. Some will leave unscriptural marriages upon learning the truth. Others will begin attending services more. Whatever the issue, the mature in Christ will “walk in the truth” as children of God (3 John 3).  

Willing to accept the truth over family and friends. If you want to see where a person is spiritually, see how they respond when their family engages in sin. There have been Christians in support of withdrawal for years, but suddenly want to rewrite Scripture when it came time to discipline their erring relatives. It is rare to find saints who say, “My family is not above God’s law. If God’s word says to withdraw from erring Christians, then let’s do so, even if it condemns those I love.” Praise God for saints who understand that truth will sometimes divide families (Matt. 10:34-37) and that we each must love God at any cost (Luke 14:28, 33). No one is above God’s will. The mature saint understands this and stands on the truth, even when it results in hurting or disappointing those they love.

Unwilling to let others remain in ignorance. There are times when Christians will keep their non-Christian friends and relatives from hearing the gospel. They are afraid of upsetting people or of bringing conflict into their relationship with them. This is undeniable evidence of a Christian who is not truly converted to the Lord, let alone mature in the faith. If I believe in the gospel and the faith of Jesus Christ, I want others to learn, believe, and obey it. Paul said he became all things to all men that he might win the more (1 Cor. 9:19). If I am fully convinced of sin’s judgment, the redemption found in Christ, and the uniqueness of the doctrine of Christ, how can I keep it a secret from anyone? I wouldn’t do this with life-saving medicines, so why would I do this with the life– giving message of the gospel? If I am the Christian I am supposed to be, I will never be ashamed of My Lord and His gospel, “for it is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16).  
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