Luck, Fate, or Faith?
I was born into a family with a mother who was converted to Christ when I was 4-years-old. As a result of her determination to find God’s will, she obeyed the gospel and attended faithfully a congregation that practiced the same pattern of Christianity found in the Bible. This gave me and my siblings the opportunity to “grow up” in a church that did not rely on human creeds or earthly organizations to guide the church. There were no female preachers, instrumental music, or speaking in tongues. We gave once a week and the Christians there partook of the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. Their example and sincerity not only helped my mother remain faithful, they pointed her children in the right direction as well. 

My story is not unique. Many of you were also brought up in a home where New Testament Christianity was practiced. And If you’re like me, I’m sure you have often wondered about the fate of those born into a family or society where Christianity was not emphasized. What happens to the children of China, Africa and Iraq who never hear the Bible taught as openly as it is in America? Or what about the children in America born into families that either practice error or do not emphasize any faith in Christ? Will they be eternally lost for not obeying the gospel? Is salvation just a matter of luck and fate of the environment you were born into? 

We can dismiss the idea of luck in regards to salvation because it is never given to people apart from their meeting its requirements. Faith may be instilled but it cannot be inherited. Each person must choose to love and obey God on their own, regardless of what their parents believe and practice. “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself” is what God says (Ezek. 18:20). Children of Christian parents may have exposure to God’s word at a younger age, but they must still take the same path to salvation that everyone else must take — through faith in God’s word (John 6:44, 45). There is no such thing as 2nd and 3rd generation Christians apart from each person’s decision to believe and obey God. 

But what about the people who seemingly never have access to the Bible in life or who live in countries that emphasize manmade religions? Does God hold them accountable for knowing and obeying His will? 

We can know at least two things in regard to man’s accountability: (1) God has made it possible for all men to know of Him and (2) He will provide every honest soul an opportunity to hear the truth. A person has to literally close his eyes to all the evidence God has given of Himself in creation (cf., Psa. 19:1-4). It’s too obvious that we live in a world that requires life to produce life (rocks don’t give birth to monkeys). And that design is the result of a designer. The apostle Paul says this evidence leaves all intelligent men “without excuse” in understanding their accountability to God (Rom. 1:20). We obviously live in a world of life and design from someone greater than ourselves. This accountability then prompts God to judge all “who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thes. 1:8). He can hold men accountable without being unfair to them because He has given evidence of Himself to all.

We can take comfort in the fact that God wants all men saved (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) and will do all that is possible to give them opportunity to learn the truth (Acts 8:26-40). His promise to mankind is to be “near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth” (Psalm 145:18). The very purpose of creation is for men to “seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:27). When a man finally does grope for God, in a society that does not emphasize the Bible, is it unreasonable to expect God to give him an opportunity to learn the truth? Is it impossible for God to unite the preacher of truth with the soul who is hungering for righteousness? Didn’t Jesus promise to open the door of His will if we knock on it (Matthew 7:7-8)? What man would give a stone to his son who asks for bread? 

My mother’s obedience to God may have provided me and my siblings with the opportunity to learn God’s will at a young age, but that does not mean He would not have given us other opportunities to know His will had she rejected Him. Salvation comes to all who desire to know and obey God (1 Tim. 1:15, 16). But how fortunate we were to have a mother who exposed us to God’s blessings at a young age. In that sense, we were most lucky. But in another sense, we were no different than every other soul who must grope for God. 
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