Do You Love God?
“But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.” (John 5:42). These words were spoken by Christ in evaluation of some of His Jewish contemporaries. How tragic!

The first and great commandment is that of loving God with “all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment” (Matt.22:37-38).  Yet, Jesus said of some professing to be followers of God that they had not the love of God in them.  If it happened then, it could well be the case with us today.  How do we know when we have a genuine love for God? 
When we truly love God, we will place His will above ours and submit to Him. Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). It is impossible to have a proper relationship with God while we willfully disrespect and violate His will. This kind of commitment is not hard to imagine since we expect a similar effort in our relationship with others. Can a husband truly love his wife when he is unfaithful to her? Does a mother love her child when she continually neglects and abandons him? Likewise, we cannot say we truly love God when we choose to disobey and neglect His word. 

When we truly love God we will trust Him. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him” says the Hebrews writer (Heb. 11:6). If we doubt His ability to provide for us, we undermine His love and concern for us. Those who love God will not put Him through such torment; and will trust in His care for them. 

When we love God we will think of Him throughout the day. We will set our minds on things above, where Christ is, instead of only thinking of this life and its advantages (Col. 3:1-3). This is where prayer and continual study of God’s word help us most.

If Jesus were still speaking to men today, would He say that you do not have the love of God in you? What would His evaluation of you reveal? Place your faith in Him today and obey Him in all things, beginning with the Lord’s gospel (Acts 8:35-38).  –Mike Thomas
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