You Don’t Need the Lottery
 
If gambling’s not a sin, it should be. That’s the only conclusion I can reach about this vicious epidemic that has swept our nation. According to overcominggambling.com, two-thirds of the adult population placed some kind of bet last year. Gambling profits in casinos are more than $30 billion while lotteries are about 17 billion annually. What’s worse is that people who can least afford to play the lottery are the ones most addicted to it. The site reports that players with household incomes under $10,000 bet nearly three times as much on lotteries as those with incomes over $50,000. 
Gambling is an addictive, destructive activity that is associated with all kinds of evil. It creates parasites of society and brings out the worst in people. Statistics show that divorce, suicide, and crime rates are all significantly higher among gamblers. Nevertheless, even some of God’s people will see nothing wrong with going to a casino or playing the lottery, as long as they don’t get addicted. I heard a Christian say in a Bible class, “I see no difference in spending $10 at the movies or on the lottery; either way, I’m entertaining myself and not going beyond a fixed amount.” I wonder how many wrecked gamblers began with the same reasoning.  
Instead of trying to convince a person of how they should spend their $10 in entertaining themselves (which, by the way, never remains just $10 when it comes to gambling), I’d like to present three reasons why a person, especially a Christian, should not gamble.
IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVIL. Las Vegas is not known as Sin City for its cinnamon rolls and ice cream. It’s associated with evil because of all the immorality that stems from gambling. This is exactly why Paul warns against the love of money, which causes people to “fall into temptation and a snare and into many foolish and harmful lusts” (1 Tim. 6:9). Instead of promoting harmful lusts, a Christian is to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11). How is that possible while gambling? Can you imagine trying to tell a gambler it’s wrong to be addicted to gambling while sharing a table with them at a casino? Good “luck” with that.
IT IS UNLOVING. The Bible tells Christians, “‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:9-10). Gambling violates everyone of these principles. There is no way I love my neighbor as myself when I’m trying to take his money. A gambler is looking out for only one person, and it’s not Jesus or his neighbor. 
IT IS UNNECESSARY. God will provide us with all we need if we keep Him first. This is why He tells us not to be given to covetousness (Heb. 13:5). There is a 1 in 18 million chance of you winning the state lottery, but there is a 1 in 1 chance of God helping you through your financial troubles if you keep Him first. Those who trust God don’t play the lottery. Those who play the lottery don’t trust God. 
	Beware of covetousness, which is idolatry (Col. 3:5). If gambling’s not a sin, it should be. It has all the markings of an activity that is unkind, unloving, and unholy. 
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