When The Lord Returns
We all have heard of the attempts by men to predict when Jesus will return. I remember there being quite a buzz about the end of times as the year 2000 was approaching. Eight years later, we’re still waiting to see if they were right. You can do a little research and find that people have been guessing the Lord’s return for centuries. My personal favorite is from a book I have in my office entitled, “88 Reasons Why The Rapture Could Be In 1988,” by Edgar Whisenant. It was a big seller at the time. However, sales were a little lower the next year when he revised the book and published “89 Reasons Why The Rapture Could Be In 1989.” He gave up in 1990.  
When will men learn to trust God more than themselves? God plainly says that “the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night” (1 Thess. 5:2). Last time I checked, thieves do not announce when they will be arriving. Do you know when you will be burglarized next? Can you say with certainty which day it will occur? Of course not, which is why we have insurance and security alarms. We take these measures to protect ourselves “in the event of an emergency” be it natural disaster or theft. And yet, this is the language God uses in telling us when the Lord will return—it will not be known!
Besides all this, when the Lord does return it won’t be in secrecy as suggested by the Rapture. If you go back to First Thessalonians, you will see that before Paul refers to the Lord’s return as a thief in the night (5:2), he was already giving details about the events surrounding the Lord’s return (4:16, 17). When Jesus returns, we will hear it (for He will “descend from heaven with a shout”) as well as see it. “Then we who are alive” will be caught up together with Jesus and the saints who have preceded us. This reunion will be “in the air” and not on earth, as some are expecting. Jesus already came to this earth once, when He comes again it will be in the air (Heb. 9:27, 28; Acts 1:9-11). Furthermore, when the Lord does return there will not be an earth to come back to, for all that is in it will be burned up (2 Pet. 3:10).
Knowing when the Lord will return is not necessary. What is important though is being ready for when He does. Peter said, “Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” (2 Pet. 3:11, 12) Are you ready for that day? Is your life in order in such a way that you are prepared to meet God? Your only hope is in Christ (Eph. 1:7). Have you obeyed the gospel (Acts 2:38)? If you don’t understand that, may we help? You never know if the thief might come today. -- Mike Thomas
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