Living to Die
 
Isaac Asimov tells the story of a rough ocean crossing during which a Mr. Jones became terribly seasick. At an especially rough time, a ship steward patted Jones on the shoulder and said, “I know, sir, that it seems awful. But remember, no man ever died of seasickness.” Mr. Jones lifted his green countenance to the steward’s concerned face and replied, “Man, don’t say that! It’s only the wonderful hope of dying that keeps me alive” (Bible Illustrator). 
What a humorous yet revealing statement: “It’s only the wonderful hope of dying that keeps me alive.” Paul had a similar take on death when he wrote, “For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life” (2 Cor. 5:4). My understanding of this verse is that Paul was anxiously awaiting his departure from this life. Not because he had a death wish to leave prematurely (“to be unclothed” of mortality). It’s just that he wanted more to go to heaven to be with God (“that mortality may be swallowed up by life”). Eternal life meant more to him than life on earth. 
It is healthy for God’s people to think of the time when we will depart from this life. There is practical wisdom in numbering our days on earth by accepting our mortality. In this sense, it is “Better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to heart” (Eccl. 7:2). The child of God should not fear death since he serves a God who has defeated it. Nevertheless, we all struggle with wanting to stay here a little longer and to put off the time of our departure. We should work to counter this conflict with a healthy anticipation of death. The thought of seeing God for who He is because “we shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2), “who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body” (Phil. 3:21), should persuade us to welcome the end our life on earth. Not that we want to be unclothed of mortality (and our earthly relationships), but further clothed with an eternal body from God.  
Our troubles as Christians begin when we forget that we are “pilgrims and sojourners” in this world and begin taking up residency instead. We forget that our “citizenship is in heaven” and that our real home is not in a life of sin and compromise. Paul did not make this mistake. He waited for the “city whose maker and builder is God” by meditating on the spiritual body that God would give him. “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). He anticipated this crown of life “which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8).
With so much waiting for us beyond the grave, why would we not want to live to die? 
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