Living Together in Sin
A staggering trend has developed in the United States. The number of unmarried couples living together (cohabiting) has increased dramatically. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, a survey in 2000 showed that the number of unmarried cohabiting partners increased tenfold between 1960 and 2000. A 2007 survey found that the same populace increased by 88% between 1990 and 2007. It is evident that the new trend is for couples to cohabit before marriage. Those who do not are in the minority. That should alarm us! 
It’s not like anything good is accomplished in cohabitation anyway. Data from the University of Wisconsin shows that couples that cohabit before marriage increase their odds of divorce by 50 percent. Women face higher levels of depression and are 60 percent more likely to be assaulted, and their children endangered as well, in such relationships. Most of these troubles can be avoided if people would obey God, who tells us to marry to avoid sexual immorality (1 Cor. 7:2; 6:18). It is the best way for a couple to show their love for one another. 
God has made it abundantly clear that the only sexual activity He condones is in the marriage (Heb. 13:4). Jesus went so far as to say it is not even permissible to lust after a person other than your mate (Matt. 5:28). Same-sex couples will never be able to marry with His approval (Rom. 1:27), regardless of what human courts decide. Those who are divorced may not remarry with His approval unless they divorced their mate for their sexual immorality (Matt. 5:32; 19:9). The only other condition that frees a person to remarry is death (Rom. 7:3). That’s how serious marriage is to God and how serious it is to commit sexual immorality. “Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites” will inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9). We might think nothing of cohabiting or committing sexual immorality, but our holy Creator and Judge will never condone such activity. He expects us to repent and be washed of this sin (v. 11; Acts 2:38). –Mike Thomas
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