Problems with Living Together
The divorce rate in the U.S. has been steadily decreasing. According to the National Center for Health Statistics (cdc.gov), in the year 2000 there were 944,000 divorces. In 2007 there were 856,000. That’s good news, right? People are finally seeing the importance of staying together, right? Not exactly. In addition to the drop in divorces is a drop in the number of marriages. In 2000 there were 2,315,000 marriages, but in 2007 there were 2,197,000 (with a steady decrease each year). It’s not that our population is decreasing; we’re increasing every year. The problem is people are choosing to live together instead of getting married (9.2%). While 33% of those relationships result in marriage, 18% of those marriages end in divorce. Obviously, this is not the ideal setting for a long-term relationship.

The risk of losing their relationship, however, is the least of problems for a couple living together. The Bible says, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Hebrews 13:5). Yes, there will be emotional and financial damages from such an arrangement, especially if they have children together. But the greatest problem they face is with God as people who are guilty of fornication, which must be repented of to receive forgiveness (Eph. 5:3-5).  
“But what if we can live together without committing fornication?” Yeah, like that will happen. Aside from the appearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22) is the reality of temptation. Solomon says you can’t drop hot coals down your shirt without getting burned (Pro. 6:27). He says this regarding sexual temptation! We must “make no provision for the flesh to fulfill its lust” (Rom. 13:14), which is definitely not happening in living together. If you want to be received by God, and are eligible in His sight for marriage, the best thing for your relationship is marriage—IF both of you realize it is for life (Matt. 19:6-9). Until you love, trust, and respect each other enough to make that commitment, you are just another shameful statistic.   –Mike Thomas
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