Life’s Greatest Decisions
 
Our life is the product of the choices we make. God encourages us to display wisdom: “Keep sound wisdom and discretion; So they will be life to your soul and grace to your neck.” (Pro. 3:22). Some decisions that affect us most in life are:
WHO WE MARRY. God warns that “evil company corrupts good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33). Somehow many Christians do not think of this when they look for a mate. Yet, of all relationships we should apply this principle in life, marriage is the most important! No one will have a greater impact on our life and moral judgment than the person we marry. With so many temptations to depart from God’s will, why would we not take seriously the decision of companionship? The Bible tells of godly people who were influenced away from God by their mates (1 Kings 11:1-8). Life has shown us examples of Christian men and women who have taken hold of false doctrines because of the influence of their marriage. Why then would we think we are immune to such possibilities? This does not mean we must marry someone who wears the name Christian, for not all who claim to be of God are what they should be. But the principle does suggest we are unwise to marry someone who is not seeking first the kingdom of heaven. If Solomon lost his faith because of his marriage, who are we to think we are immune to the influence of evil companionship? Pray for God’s help in finding a mate and be wise!  
HOW WE RAISE OUR CHILDREN. A “second cousin” to whom we marry is the decision we make in how we raise our children. We can either enhance our lives or worsen them by the attention we give our family. “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother” (Pro. 29:15). Our children will either bring us great joy or great pain in life with the choices they make. God tells us to train them while they are young—instilling love, righteousness, reverence, and self-control. To neglect this warning by NOT bringing our children up in the training and admonition of the Lord is a recipe for pain and regret later on in life. Nevertheless, some parents will let overtime and recreation take the place of spiritual things in the home (Bible study, church attendance, prayer, modesty, etc.). This is a decision that will certainly bring trouble.
What We Do With Jesus. It is evident that Jesus once lived on the earth. It is also evident that He is the one who is known for coming back from the grave. Not only does this prove there is life after death, it also reveals our accountability to our Creator (Acts 17:30-31). “For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living” (Rom. 14:9). Many will mock this invitation and make light of the judgment to come, but those who are wise will realize it is life’s greatest decision. No decision in life will have greater consequence for us than whether or not we become a faithful follower of Jesus. 
Life is filled with other important decisions that cannot be considered in this brief article. But one thing is certain—“Mark the blameless man, and observe the upright; For the future of that man is peace” (Psa. 37:37). We either improve our lives or make them harder by the choices we make. Make sound decisions with God. He is ready to help all who want to be wise (Jas. 1:5). 
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