Life Is Unpredictable
      
A sobering conclusion was realized by Job in the aftermath of burying all ten of his children, who all died the same day, “Oh, that I were as in months past, as in the days when God watched over me...when my children were around me” (Job 29:2, 5). There was a time in Job’s life when he thought, "I shall die in my nest, and multiply my days as the sand” (v. 18). But at present, he was in the midst of troubles he never imagined or anticipated. Life had taken a most unpredictable turn for the worse, presenting him and his wife with the darkest of horrors for any parent (1:18, 19). “And now my soul is poured out because of my plight; the days of affliction have taken hold of me” (30:16). 
Christians should be the most optimistic people in the world. We serve a God who is “able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us” (Eph. 3:20). Paul adds, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Long life and peaceful days are found in the ways of God (Pro. 3:2). This platform should cause every child of God to approach life with zeal and hopeful anticipation, in any circumstance.
However, God does not promise to shelter His people from the tragedies of life. He allows us to live in a world where we are still exposed to “time and chance” (Eccl. 9:11). Our bodies still get sick, age, and return to dust like the rest of humanity (12:1-8). We still must work for a living (2 Thess. 3:10). We still must learn from our ignorance and mistakes (Pro. 14:12). We still must bury our loved ones. No one, not even the child of God, is eliminated from the rule that “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). 
Even though life is unpredictable, we serve a living God who is constant; One whose promise is an Ebenezer of hope and comfort. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). Life may not present us with the nest of blessings we were expect-ing, but it is still much better to live with God than to live without Him. Only He can take the darkest of days and conclude the story with: “So Job died, old and full of days” (Job 42:17). 
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