Life Beyond the Grave
Some of the Corinthians did not see how it is possible for God to raise the dead. “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” was their reasoning. Paul replied, “Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain” (1 Cor. 15:36, 37). 
Paul was right. Farmers don’t plant full-grown stalks of grain or corn to produce a crop, but a seed that will evolve into those plants. “So also is the resurrection of the dead,” says Paul, “The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption” (v. 42). The natural body is what we have in this life. God will raise us with a spiritual body in the next (v. 44).

We can know we will exist beyond this life because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. If there is no resurrection, Jesus would still be in the grave and His body would have long since returned to dust. But “His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:31). Jesus was raised from the dead amidst various crowds of witnesses and onlookers who could testify to the fact that He is still alive (1 Cor. 15:4-8). If the enemies of Christianity wanted to silence the apostles of Christ and first Christians, who offended them with the message that Jesus is God’s Son, all they had to do was produce the body of Jesus to prove He was still dead. This would have silenced Christianity forever. But they couldn’t because three days after Jesus’ death, His tomb was empty and His body was raised. 

Jesus teaches that there will be a resurrection of all men on Judgment Day (John 5:28, 29). This resurrection will either be a Day of joy or despair since some will be raised to live with God while others will be raised to perish with Satan. This is the ultimate consequence of sin. Why put your faith in earthly things and people? These cannot save you from sin nor can they give you eternal life. This gift is reserved for those who have faith in Jesus Christ in faithful obedience (Acts 2:36-38; Mark 16:16). –Mike Thomas
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