Leading Someone Astray
 
Jesus describes a chilling scene in Matthew 18:6-10 regarding those who lead others astray from the truth. He says it would be better that the perpetrator die a horrible death than to succeed in convincing someone to disobey God. He then warned, “Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!” (v. 7).  
It is a disturbing sight to witness someone persuade another person to not walk in the way of the Lord. They are literally carrying out the will of the devil without realizing it. Jesus mentioned them in His parable of the sower when He said, “Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved” (Luke 8:12). This happens when someone convinces someone else to not obey God’s word. They are like Elymas, who tried to keep Sergius Paulus from obeying the gospel (Acts 13:8), and the Jews who poisoned the minds of the Gentiles from following the apostles (Acts 14:1, 2). It’s not enough that they have decided to disobey God’s word; they must convince others to do the same. What a horrible, horrible crime! The Bible says in Jude 13 that “black darkness has been reserved forever” for them, and deservedly so. 
Leading someone astray can be done in many ways. So-called Christians can convince innocent souls to not obey a baptism for the remission of sins (1 Pet. 3:21); to rely on the Sinner’s Prayer instead. Or, actual Christians can err regarding divorce, the work of the church, or denominationalism...and convince others to do the same. Can you imagine what God will do to those who turn others away from the truth — people who were on the brink of obeying God, but were persuaded not to do so because of the lies of erring Christians? If it enrages you, imagine how a righteous God feels. His judgment is awaiting them (Matt. 13:41, 42). 
Not that the person being lead astray is excused in following their family or friends into error. We each shall give account for our response to God’s word (2 Cor. 5:10). But woe to that man or woman by whom the offenses come! It would be better that they drown at sea than to lead eternal souls astray. 
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