Labored in Vain
 
One of Paul’s concerns for Christians was whether or not they would remain faithful unto death. The doctrine of “Eternal Security” or “Once Saved Always Saved” was foreign to the inspired author. A Christian is very much capable of missing out on eternal life with God by losing their faith in Him, which is why we must “take heed” lest we fall (1 Cor. 10:12; Heb. 3:12-19). 
The way in which Paul appealed to his brethren to not lose their faith was to let them know how much of a “waste” it would have been for them to be a Christian and not make heaven. He told the Thessalonians, “I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain” (1 Thess. 3:5). If they quit their walk with God because of its persecution, Paul’s labor in converting them would have been an absolute waste. All the sacrifices he made in bringing them the gospel and all the time he spent in patiently teaching them would have been in vain “if” they gave up as Christians. For in doing so, the Thessalonians would have ended their faith in the same condition they were in before Christianity: separated from God in their sins. It would be equivalent to a farmer spending months in the field working a crop only to have a storm come through near the time of harvest and wipe it out. All that labor “down the drain” because he was unable to reap the benefit of his hard work.
Christian friend, if you lose your faith before you die, you will have experienced the greatest loss of all humanity. It is one thing to never have known the way of God and face judgment. It is an even greater calamity to have known that truth, surrender to it, then abandon it at the last. Not only will you face a stricter judgment (Luke 12:48), you will have wasted a lifetime of sacrifice and good judgment. Every kind deed, every forgiving word, every sacrifice for peace, every denial of immorality, every service attended, every moment you defended God’s word will have all been in vain IF you lose your faith as a Christian. Like Lot’s wife, who went through the trouble of fleeing Sodom only to meet the same judgment as the heathens because she looked back, so are Christians who do not love and trust the Lord till the end. The crown of life is not given to those who enter the race, but to those who finish it (Jas. 1:12). Anything less than that is a wasted life.  
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