KONIOPHOBIA
 
Do you suffer from Koniophobia: the fear of dust? If you’re a Christian, you will be tempted to  suffer from it since God’s people have always had to fight off a fear of dust. Not the kind that builds up on our coffee tables and pictures, but the kind that we work with and are related to. We have a tendency to fear man more than God in defending God’s word. And man is dust. 
God told Adam many years ago, “For dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19). The same is true for us: “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7). This pitiful condition of ours causes God to have mercy on us—“As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him. For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust” (Psa. 103:13-14). 
If God sees our earthly life as nothing more than eternal souls temporarily housed in bodies of dust, shouldn’t we? If God is not intimidated by man because He knows we will return to dust, shouldn’t we? Is there any legitimate reason to sell our eternal life with God to win the approval of dust? Should we let the opinion of others keep us from preaching the truth or standing firm on the word of God? Who cares what people think about us, “speaking evil of “ us for not running in the same flood of dissipation? Their opinion of us will be buried in the dust one day! 
Unfortunately, these warnings are not enough to convince some of us to not let the opinion of others keep us from taking a stand for what’s right, as the Jews did in rejecting Jesus (John 12:42-43). Their bodies have since returned to dust, but their eternal soul is still giving account for that decision had they not repented of it before dying. Every time we are tempted to hide the truth or not defend it to those who ask us for the hope that is in us, we are repeating the same eternal, cowardly mistake. What a travesty. 
The promise of eternal life is for those who are in Christ (1 John 5:11; Gal. 3:26-27) and are not ashamed of His teachings (Mark 8:38), which includes His gospel, His church, His authority, and so forth. To hide the truth on these matters to win the approval of others is not only the worst kind of koniophobia, it’s eternal damnation. Our only hope beyond the dust is in Christ. (1 Cor. 15:49). 
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