Thy Kingdom Has Come
There are countless souls anticipating a return of Jesus to this earth to establish a kingdom that will dominate the world. According to the Bible this is equivalent to hoping the United States will someday become a nation. The kingdom of Jesus is already in existence with His church. 

During Jesus’ ministry, He said His kingdom was “at hand” (Mark 1:14, 15). He also said, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power” (Mark 9:1). That either happened or there are 2,000-year-old people still living. It was either “at hand” in Jesus’ earthly ministry or it was not. 

Those who believe Jesus will establish an earthly kingdom are making the same mistake the Jews made (Acts 1:6). The kingdom Jesus came to establish is one of a spiritual nature that will exist in a person—“The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). It was never intended to be a physical kingdom that occupies a geographical location (John 18:36).  

The kingdom came with power on the day of Pentecost when the Spirit came upon the apostles (Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4), which enabled them to preach the gospel. Those who obeyed the gospel were added to the church (Acts 2:47). These are the same people who make up the Lord’s kingdom (Col. 1:13). Jesus promises to deliver this kingdom to the Father on the final day (1 Cor. 15:24). 
Are you a member of this kingdom? You can be if you become a Christian (Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38). In doing so you will join a special institution that will never cease to exist (Dan. 2:44). –Mike Thomas
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