Did Jesus Go to Hell? 
There are at least two passages in the New Testament that say Jesus went to hell, according to the King James Version. One is in Acts 2:31, which reads, “that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.” In what way did Jesus go to hell? 

It is important to note that the KJV translated two separate words as hell: GEHENA, which refers to eternal punishment, and HADES, which is the unseen realm of the dead. It is obvious that Jesus went to the place where all people go when they die; He was in Hades, as translated properly in other Bibles. “His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption” (Acts 2:31, NKJV). 
Some will take this confusion on hell and misapply 1 Peter 3:19, which says Jesus “went and preached to the spirits in prison.” They claim this is proof that people are given opportunities beyond the grave to respond positively to God’s word. I wish this was true! Who would be lost if all men could choose God’s will after death? Aside from not being taught in the Bible, this idea contradicts nearly every page of the Bible which holds man accountable for his earthly life. We will be judged for what we do in life not in Hades (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 2:6-11). God’s will is for all men to learn and obey the truth now, before we die (1 Tim. 2:3-4). Those in eternity are incapable of walking by faith in God and choosing to love Him more than this world. 
Peter’s point regarding Jesus preaching to the spirits in prison was in reference to the truth Noah preached to his generation (1 Pet. 3:20). Those who heard the truth through Noah are now “in prison” (in Hades), but they had their opportunities in life to respond to the truth of God’s (Jesus’) word. The same will be true for us. We must put away sin now with a faith in and love for Christ, while we can still act by faith (John 20:30-31). Therefore, as Peter taught, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). We’re not saved until we do (1 Pet. 3:20-21).  –Mike Thomas
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