Jesus and Melchizedek
 
The writer of Hebrews makes a comparison between Melchizedek’s reign as priest and king of Salem, and Jesus’ reign as priest and king of His kingdom  (Heb. 7). Why was this comparison made and what is its significance? 
Jesus was like Melchizedek in that He did not inherit His role as priest through a natural bloodline. Under the Law of Moses, a priest had to come from the tribe of Levi; and any violators of this rule were to be put to death (Num. 3:10). The writer of Hebrews emphasizes the point that Jesus is serving as Priest even though He was not from the tribe of Levi (Heb. 7:14). He is able to do so because His appointment came in the same manner as Melchizedek’s: separate and apart from human ancestry. In this sense, Melchizedek was “without father, without mother, without genealogy” (Heb. 7:3). He was a priest because God declared him to be—which even the father of the Jewish race acknowledged (v. 2).  
When Jesus was declared priest and king, it necessarily implied a change in covenant between God and the Jews. “Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law” (Heb. 7:11-12). The fact that God made Jesus a priest proves He no longer governs by the Law of Moses. 
Those who use mechanical instruments in worship will sometimes turn to the Law of Moses to justify their actions. “God permitted the Jews to use them, so why wouldn’t He permit us to do the same?” This not only proves a person is unable to find authority for instrumental music in the New Testament, it also shows their ignorance regarding the Old Covenant. We are under a new law and have a new high priest in Jesus. To return to the Law is to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4) and reestablishes a covenant that forbids Jesus from serving as priest. The same is true of those who defend the Ten Commandments as a current covenant from God. This was part of the law God gave the Jews (Exo. 34:28) and is not His will today. People may mean well in fighting for the public display of the Ten Commandments, but in reality they are fighting for a covenant that cannot save people from sin (Gal. 3:10-13), and would prohibit Jesus from serving as priest. The true and honorable fight God wants us to wage is not in getting copies of the Ten Commandments in our schools and courtrooms, but in presenting “every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1:28). Our passion should be in telling the world of the “one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all” (Eph. 4:5-6). 
Jesus is like Melchizedek in the way He was chosen by God to serve as priest and king. He has all authority today because He is both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36). To try to serve God through the name of Melchizedek, Moses, or even Mohammad is to miss the mark. It is God’s will that “whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17). 
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