Was Jesus Against Funerals?
Jesus told a man, who wanted to go bury his father, to “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead” (Matt. 8:22). Was Jesus saying it is wrong to attend funerals or to honor the dead? If you have a Bible question, please submit it to 1235 Williams St., 42320, or email me at biblestudies@juno.com. 

The point Jesus was making to the man was that nothing was to come before following Him, not even something as “important” as honoring his father at a funeral. In the context, Jesus was talking to disciples who had just said they would follow Him “wherever you go” (v. 18). Jesus was a Master Teacher and could tell when someone’s professed statement was not exactly what they were willing to do (Mark 10:17-22). He was essentially shocking the man with reality: “My will for you is to follow Me, will you let anything keep you from it?” 

Obviously, Jesus neither forbade funerals, nor did He consider it a loss of faith to mourn the passing of a loved one. One of the most popular verses in the Bible is its shortest, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). The reason Jesus wept was because His friend Lazarus had just died and it was having a tremendous impact on his family and friends. Lazarus’ sister Mary was having an especially hard time. “Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled” (v. 33). If Jesus lived by the policy that honoring the dead is a sin, He would have told Mary and the others to repent and “go and sin no more.” Instead, the God of humanity was moved with compassion by the suffering that comes from death, and wept. 
People will let the slightest of excuses keep them from obeying Jesus. The man in Matthew 8 was likely doing that very thing by reasoning, “I’ll follow Jesus after my father is dead.” Like so many since him, that time never comes; they always have an excuse to not obey Jesus. “I’ll start going to church when I don’t have to care for my family.” “I’ll put the Lord first when I am old.” “I’ll obey the gospel one of these days.” On and on the excuses flow, but the “day” of obedience never comes. There is always something more important than keeping Jesus first. 
Dear friend, what could be more important than being right with God? If you haven’t obeyed the gospel, you are still in sin and separated from God (Acts 2:36-41). If you are a Christian in rebellion, you must humble yourself, repent, confess and pray while there is still opportunity (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9). Today is the day God has given you to walk by faith in Him. What in the world could be more important than following Jesus?  –Mike Thomas
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