In Jesus Name
What if someone banged on your door and said, “Open up in the name of the law!” Assuming the person is telling the truth, what would that statement imply? Would it not mean that they are representing the law of the land; that they are a law enforcement officer? 
To act “in the name of” someone means to act with their authority and approval. The apostle Paul told Christians, “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17). He said this right after instructing the brethren in how to worship God in song (v. 16). Everything that is done in worship is to meet the approval of Jesus Christ. Anyone who incorporates things that He does not endorse is guilty of “self-imposed religion” (Col. 2:23), as seen in the teachings of men (v. 8). 
An officer has authority to enforce only the laws of the land. He may not use his position to change the laws or to manipulate people to get what he wants. Likewise in religion; anyone who acts without the authority of Christ is going beyond the law of Christ. That being said, where has Jesus given authority for women preachers, instrumental music in church, communion at weddings and funerals, and so forth? We can find verses that teach specific things regarding these acts (1 Tim. 2:11, 12; Eph. 5:19; Acts 20:7), but do they approve or disapprove of them? Really friends, what does Jesus want in worship? 
The Bible also tells people to be saved in the name of Jesus. “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38). The plan of salvation that Jesus teaches includes faith, repentance, confession, and a baptism for the remission of sins (Acts 10:48; 8:36-38).  
If we are true servants of God, and we learn we have been unintentionally violating Jesus’ will, what should we do about it (Acts 17:11; 26:9, 19)? What does it mean to love Jesus (John 14:15)? Are we living within His name?  –Mike Thomas
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