Jesus the Failure
 
While not always evident, Jesus Christ did not succeed in everything considered worthwhile during His life on earth. There are some things He failed to accomplish!
HE FAILED TO WIN THE APPROVAL OF ALL MEN. 
No human has had more love in His heart for humanity than Jesus Christ. “When He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). It was this intense love that compelled Him to pray for man’s salvation (vv. 37, 38). But despite this enormous love for mankind, the more He loved the less He was loved. “Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, ‘Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of these do you stone Me?’ Then the Jews answered Him, saying, ‘For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man make Yourself God.’” (John 10:31-33)
If the Creator of mankind could not win the approval of all men, what makes us think we will? And why should we lose our faith in God when it happens? Jesus told the apostles, “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you…But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’” (John 15:20, 25) These truths still apply to all Christians and always will (2 Tim. 3:12). Beware of living in such a way to gain the approval of all men (Luke 6:26). Even Jesus could not do that, nor was that His intent.
HE FAILED TO PERSUADE ALL MEN TO REPENT. 
There were those who witnessed the miracles and teachings of Christ, and believed He was of God, yet they would not follow Him because of the trouble it would cause in their relationship with others (John 12:42, 43). This cowardice did not save those too scared to confess Christ. Instead, “Jesus cried out and said, ‘He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me....He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day” (John 12:44, 48). Though some of His earthly enemies would eventually become Christians (Acts 2:36-40), not all who heard the teachings of Christ obeyed them. They are now in torments regretting such pride and foolishness. 
Our love for mankind should be so intense that all we see when we scan a crowd is a group of eternal souls destined to give an account to God. This love should prompt us to offer them the life-giving message of the gospel. But if, after all of our prayers and efforts to persuade them, they still reject the truth, we can find peace in knowing that even the Son of God could not convince all men to repent. Paul had to accept this truth (Rom. 10:1-4). And so will you if you make it your goal to discuss God’s word with sinners.
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