It is Well with My Soul
Perhaps one of the most beautiful songs we sing was written by Horatio Spafford in 1873, “It Is Well With My Soul.” The story behind the song is just as fascinating as the lyrics. 

Mr. Spafford was a successful lawyer and businessman in Chicago, until he lost his vast real estate investments in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. This all occurred as he was grieving over the premature death of his only son. But little did Spafford know that his troubles were just beginning. In 1873, his wife and four daughters were traveling to Europe when their ship was struck by another vessel and sank within twelve minutes. Very few survived. Several days later Spafford received a telegram from his wife that read, “Saved alone.” (101 Hymn Stories, p. 126)
As the grieving father journeyed across the sea to be with his bereaving wife, he penned the words to this great hymn. We can easily imagine the heaviness of heart he must have had when he wrote, “When sorrows like sea billows roll.” It is believed that he wrote that verse as he passed over the area where his four daughters drowned. What a great faith this man must have had to follow that verse with the words, “Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well with my soul.” 

What if your greatest fears were to come upon you? Do you have the faith to say “It Is Well With My Soul”? You can. Paul said that “whatever” his lot was, he could be content because he knew Christ was there to strengthen him. “Everywhere and in all things...I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:11-13). So it should be with our souls. But this peace can only come if we are in fellowship with God through Christ. Are you a Christian according to the New Testament pattern of salvation? Have you repented, confessed your faith in Christ, and been baptized for forgiveness? That is how we enter Christ. (See Acts 2:36-41 and 8:26-39.) We can help you understand those passages if you need help. – Mike Thomas
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