In The Lord
John wrote, “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, ‘Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on’” (Rev. 14:13). Of all the titles, accolades, and descriptions we can have when we die, the only statement that matters is “in the Lord.” We either die in the Lord or we do not.  
Noah and his family were saved from the flood because they were in the ark (Gen. 7:23). No third option was available for those who lived on land. There was no secret cave or second ark to turn to for deliverance. Salvation from the flood was in the ark with Noah, which he was offered by the mercy of God (Gen. 6:8). Then, “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household” (Heb. 11:7).  
Sinners do not deserve salvation from sin. It is “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). As He did with Noah, God will save us from sin if we have the faith to obey Him in “the washing of regeneration” (being born again in baptism, Rom. 6:3-4) and “renewing of the Holy Spirit” (as the Spirit defines salvation in the word, 1 Pet. 1:22-25). To obey God does not merit salvation any more than Noah earned his own deliverance. Men who try to save themselves by manmade doctrines (infant baptism, Sinner’s Prayer, etc.) are like those who hoped to survive the flood outside of the ark. This is not how God saves sinners today. His will is for sinners to believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24), confess that faith (Rom. 10:9-10), turn away from sin (Acts 17:30), and be immersed in water to be saved (Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21). This is how one enters the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:26-27). Erring Christians must return to Him in humility and righteousness (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9; Jas. 5:19-20). 
Of all that will be said of us when we die, the only description that will matter is that we left here “in the Lord.” –Mike Thomas
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