The Importance of Giving
“It is better to give than it is to receive” (Ac. 20:35). “But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Heb. 13:6). 

 
There is a profound illustration found in nature on the importance of giving. The Dead Sea is the lowest point on the earth (1,300 feet below sea level). It has millions of gallons pouring into it every day from the Jordan river, yet it is unable to sustain life within it because of its salt content. With sodium levels four times that of the ocean, the sea’s “thickness” makes it impossible for any animal to survive. 


What makes the Dead Sea so dead, especially with millions of gallons of water flowing into it daily? It is because it has no rivers flowing from it. It is an “ungiving” sea! It takes from others, but does not give to others in return. As a result, there is no way it can have life and good health within it. Its refusal to share has made it a dead sea.


Are you a giver or taker in life? Do you share your time, interest and concern for others? Do you help the local church by contributing to its teaching program, assisting in public worship or in inviting people to services? Or are you one who sits back and lets others do all the work? Are you an encourager to those around you? When was the last time you had someone in your home, prepared a meal for someone or sent a card of encouragement? Do you help your family by serving them or do you expect them to serve you? What about financially? Are you giving back a portion that God has given you? 


Jesus said it is better to give than to receive. And from what we can see in the world around us, it is a great source of life and pleasantness for both water and character.  
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