Ignorance is No Xcuse
If ignorance is an excuse, it sure doesn’t seem to be excusable except in religion. When a person spells excuse without an “e” is he right or wrong? Will sincerity alone determine if he spelled the word correctly? When a man picks up a live wire thinking it is without electricity, will his sincerity determine the outcome of his decision? When a doctor prescribes the wrong medication, will ignorance prevent the patient from getting sick? If a player accidentally steps on the line, does it still count? Why is it that we see the need for knowledge and caution in every realm of life except religion?   
“Because religion is based on God’s grace,” some might say. “His mercy covers our sins as we do things that are contrary to His will.” Is that right? Does God permit us to live any way we want as long as we are sincere?  
When Paul addressed the religious people of Athens, he said, “I perceive that in all things you are very religious” (Acts 17:22). But he rebuked them for their idolatry and demanded repentance saying, “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent” (v. 30). Ignorant of God’s will? Yes. Sincere in their beliefs? Yes. Justified in their sins? No. They had to repent of sin as they learned the truth.

Likewise, Paul addressed unbelieving Jews in his day saying, “I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness…have not submitted to the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:2-3). Sincerity alone did not save them.
We cannot be hearers of God’s word and not be doers to be pleasing to Him (Jas. 1:22). There is right and wrong in religion (Eph. 4:3-6). Not everyone who says they are a follower of Christ is actually His disciple (Matt. 7:21). We must come to Him on His terms. Praise God for His mercy, yes. We could not breathe without it. But we do not honor Him until we place our faith in His word (Jas. 2:20-24; Acts 2:36-42).  –Mike Thomas
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