If the Dead Could Talk
      
People leave this world every day. In a world of six billion in population there is likely never a moment when someone is not passing from this life. But that doesn’t mean a person ceases to exist spiritually when they depart; for “surely there is a hereafter” for every soul (Pro. 23:18). That being so, what would the dead tell us if they could talk to us?  
This world is temporary. Paul made the observation that “the things which are seen are temporary” (2 Cor. 4:18). I challenge you to find one thing seen that is not. Everything visible is temporary, even the earth and heavens (Heb. 1:10-12). This includes every house, car, movie, document, title, deed, award, record, statistic, coin, stock, and credit score. Not only is that which is seen temporary, it ends for us the moment we depart from this life because we will never return to partake of it (Eccl. 9:6). It’s as “good as gone” for us when we die. Since that is so, why lose our eternal soul for that which is temporal? Why trust in things and people who are but for a moment? The dead know better than that now. 
Obey the gospel. Those who have passed are fully aware of the spiritual consequences of sin (Rom. 6:23). If they could speak to us, they would zealously preach on repenting of sin and being converted to the Lord (Acts 3:19). They would have no shame in telling others to be baptized into Christ (Acts 22:16; Rom. 1:16). “If the dead would have such an important message, why doesn’t God let them come back to warn us?” He’s already done that in the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 17:30, 31). If we won’t listen to Him, neither will we listen to others (Luke 16:31; Heb. 1:2).
You’re next. If your relative or friend could come back, they would plead with you to realize that your time on earth is fragile and fleeting—and it’s about to be taken from you. This world is a façade that hides true reality. They know without any misunderstanding that life is “a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (Jas. 4:14). They would beg you to use your time wisely in understanding God before your time is up (2 Thess. 1:8). 
Wisdom is speaking to you, do you hear her? Will you listen to her (Acts 24:25)? 
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