I Was Wrong
In 1983 there was a cookbook in print, published by Alfred Knopf, that had to have a correction notice sent out with it because of a few misspelled words. With any other book it might not be necessary to include an erratum slip, but in this case it was unavoidable. These were recipes that had to have precise instructions. Page 145, line 16 read: “skim off the meat” when it should have read “skim off the fat.” Maybe that was not as fatal and could have been interpreted correctly. The same with the one on page 120 that said to “spoon the floor” instead of “spoon the flour.” But one mistake that could not go uncorrected was the one on page 95 that read: "Exactly 12 minutes” when it should have read “exactly 12 seconds.” 12 minutes instead of 12 seconds, now that’s a mistake!
In light of this mishap consider this thought. What if someone received a cookbook without this correction slip and followed the original instructions instead? What if they really did “skim off the meat” or cook a dish for “12 minutes” instead of “12 seconds”? What would have been the results? They would have had something totally different than what they expected. Despite their hard work and sincere motives, they would have produced something totally foreign because they placed their faith in faulty instructions. 

This is exactly what we must be mindful of when it comes to religion—because Jesus tells us to be careful! He said to not take teachings at face value, based on what you think about the teacher. Wolves come in sheep’s clothing is what He said (Matt. 7:15-20). And immediately after those instructions, Jesus added, “Not everyone who says unto Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (v. 21). Why Jesus? Why must we be careful about following the Father’s will instead of the teachings of men? Because “many” will say to Him on judgment day that they deserve to go to heaven because of all the good they did in life (v. 22). But Jesus will turn them away because they “practice lawlessness” instead of righteousness (v. 23). 
Friends, we can be wrong in religion and not even know it. Paul was as a killer of Christians and thought he was right (Acts 22:4). The Jews rejected Jesus with religious conviction and sincerity (Rom. 10:1-4). This is why God tells us to test all teachings with the word of God to see if He endorses them (1 John 4:1). It might be costly to bake a dish 12 minutes instead of 12 seconds, but nothing will be as fatal as thinking we are serving God when in reality we are in error. And since God’s word has no errors (2 Tim. 3:16, 17), we must read and follow the instructions carefully! –Mike Thomas
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