Faith in Hurricanes
Now that Hurricane Gustav is ending its rampage along the Gulf coast, we can rejoice that it was not as destructive as Hurricane Katrina. Time will only tell how the storms compare to one another in damage, but it appears that more lives were spared in Gustav because of the quick response from citizens and government. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal said the mass evacuation of 1.9 million Louisianans leading up to Monday's storm landfall was the largest in the history of the state. 

This leads me to a thought: why did the residents of Louisiana flee? They couldn’t see the storm approaching just by observing the skies (the weather was pleasant when mandatory evacuation warnings were given), so why did they run? How did they know there was even a storm brewing in the Gulf? I’m sure it is because of the weather reports given on television. They had confidence in the radar being shown and the experts tracking and predicting the storm’s movement. Those who fled did so because they believed the warnings given.
Can we not see the same truths regarding God’s word? He gives us several warnings of what sin will do to us and how we must respond to be forgiven of it. “For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God” (Eph. 5:5). That’s quite a warning isn’t it? Do we believe it? If so, have we evacuated from these things?
Likewise, God tells us how to flee sin to be forgiven of it. Our only hope of salvation is through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ (Acts 13:38, 39). Some have mistakenly concluded that this means we are saved at the point of acknowledging a faith in Christ’s deity. They fail to see that faith only is not what saves us; we must also be willing to obey Jesus (Heb. 5:9; Jas. 2:17-24). Faith only is equivalent to the residents of Louisiana saying they believed the reports about Gustav, yet not doing anything in response to the command to evacuate. They obeyed because they believed. Good friends, what has Jesus said about salvation? (Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38) If you believe, you will obey Him.  –Mike Thomas
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