How Can We Know God’s Will?
Nature is an amazing force. With just a rumble of its surface, it can create a wave large enough to bring a nation to its knees, as the poor souls in Japan realize. But nature is not just powerful, it’s enormous. The nearest star outside our Solar System is 4.2 light years away, which, traveling at the speed of light (186,000 miles per second), is a distance beyond human comprehension, let alone exploration. And what’s so fascinating is the sky is filled with stars! God challenged Abraham years ago, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them” (Gen. 15:5). Yet, He numbers each one and calls them all by name (Psa. 147:4).This is why David said, “There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard” (Psa. 19:3). The vastness and beauty of creation speak of the tremendous power and might of our God (vv. 1-4). 
But there’s one thing nature cannot do: tell us what God wants from us. Nature speaks of God’s greatness, but it doesn’t tell us how He wants us to live, which is why He gave us the Bible. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Everything we need to know to live for God is found in the Bible. All we have to do is rightly divide it (2 Tim. 2:15) by searching it daily to see what is truth (Acts 17:11), and beware of false teachers who twist it to say things God never intended (2 Pet. 2:1-2; 3:16). 

Today, some say they know God’s will based on a feeling or in a vision they experienced. If these people are true, the Bible is a lie; for it says it was given to make us “complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Think about it. If God is revealing His will apart from the Bible, why even give the Bible to man? And who would be ignorant of His will if He directly inspired each person? Alas, let God be true and every man a liar! The Bible is given so we might walk by faith in His word and in “believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). It’s our responsibility to rightly understand that word to find eternal life (Acts 8:34-39). If we can help you in your studies, please let us know. –Mike Thomas
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