Hosanna!
      
When Jesus entered Jerusalem the week of His death, He approached the city “on a colt, the foal of a donkey” as the prophets foretold of the Messiah (Zech. 9:9). This was odd for one who walked every-where He went in His earthly ministry. To ride on a donkey was special because it symbolized His royalty as a king of Israel (1 Kings 1:33). Jesus was announcing to the world that His kingdom was about to be established and He was met by throngs of people who understood the same thing. A fanatical crowd aligned the streets and “took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The King of Israel!’” (John 12:13). 
The term hosanna is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for the phrase “save now!” Its only use in the Old Testament is in Psalm 118:25 (“save now, I pray, O Lord”), which was part of the group of psalms (113-118) that were sung by the Jews during the Passover and other major feasts. In shouting “Hosanna!” to Jesus the crowd was acknowledging Him as the Messiah who would save and restore His people. They thought He was about to deliver the Jews from Roman rule and resurrect the kingdom of Israel. They would soon be disappointed. Nevertheless for the moment they knew He was the One “that comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:10). Their shout was a natural response to all they had witnessed in His ministry and were now witnessing in His entry. “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee” (Matt. 21:11). 
Do we understand what we are saying when we praise Jesus as Christ? Do we shout Hosanna to the King of kings with a full understanding of His intent to rule in our lives—“that you are not your own” (1 Cor. 6:19)? Can we say with conviction, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20)? Or are we praising a Jesus who has different plans than us? 
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