Homophobic or Hadephobic?
A phobia is an irrational fear that causes a person to avoid certain things. Those who are afraid of being in a crowd have agoraphobia. A person afraid of heights is acrophobic. The person who is terrified of snakes is ophidiophobic. The list goes on.  
One phobia that is mentioned a lot nowadays is homophobia, which is the fear of homosexuals or of becoming homosexual. The typical belief is that if a person opposes homosexuality he is homophobic. This is absolutely false. I know that it is completely possible to oppose homosexuality without a hint of fear of either becoming homosexual or of interacting with homosexuals. Homosexuals repented and found salvation in the New Testament (1 Cor. 6:9-11), and I am more than willing to work with someone willing to do the same thing today. To say I am homophobic for encouraging souls to repent of this sin is naïve, irresponsible, and foolish.    
I oppose homosexuality in the same way I oppose drunkenness, adultery, fornication, lying, stealing, and cursing. All of these activities are contrary to the will of God (Gal. 5:19-21). I’m no more homophobic than I am potophobic (the fear of alcohol) in encouraging a drunkard to repent. Everyone must come out of sin to find eternal life, which definitely includes homosexuals. God has made it eternally clear that He will not condone same-sex marriages or relationships (Jude 7; Matt. 19:4). There is simply no justifying this sin with the Bible (Rom. 1:26-32). 

Instead of seeing me as a homophobic, you can more accurately define my stand as Hadephobic, which is the fear of going to hell. I am convinced that there is an eternal God who is holy and holds man accountable for how he responds to His will (Acts 17:30,31). Will you trust His grace by repenting of sin and entering the body of Christ through water baptism (Acts 2:38; 3:19; Gal. 3:26, 27)? He is a merciful God who is ready to receive all penitent sinners—including those willing to “come out” of homosexuality. –Mike Thomas
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