Historic Times
 
What famous nation had a ruler who believed in killing unborn children and taxing wealthy citizens to provide national security? The United States? Yes, at times, but I’m referring to the Bible nation of Israel; for the ruler I’m referring to is Menahem, who ruled over Israel for ten years (2 Kings 15:17).
Menahem “did evil in the sight of the Lord” in that he did not depart from the idolatry initiated by Jeroboam. He unashamedly ripped children from the wombs of women when in battle (2 Kings 15:16). And when Assyria was threatening an invasion, Menahem paid them off by exacting “the money from Israel, from all the very wealthy” (v. 20).  
We have a tendency as Americans to think life begins and ends with us. That history has culminated to us and that our elections are life-changing and historical. Fact is, there is more than one nation under God. There always has been! And there have been innumerable leaders rise and fall since the foundation of the world — most of whom are not even known by the world today. Menahem is even in the Bible, but how many have ever heard of him? And how concerned are we for his policies and accomplishments as a leader? 
Good friends, let us remember the brevity of life and how small we are in comparison to the river of time. While it is amazing for the history of the United States to elect its first black president, it is no reason to lose focus of what matters most in life. Souls still need to hear the gospel and sinners still need to get prepared for Judgment Day. It will always be our greatest priority to fear God and keep His commandments.
Given enough time the world will not care who our president is and what he accomplished. A little over 150 years ago the U.S. celebrated the election of Franklin Pierce (1853-1857). The majority of Americans don’t even know he was even a president, let alone what he accomplished. Granted, things will likely be different with president–elect Obama, being a first, but not even he can stop the river of time that flows into eternity. Eventually, “There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come by those who will come after” (Eccl. 1:11).  
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