Welcome to Hell: Population One
 
“Everybody’s going to heaven” seems to be the belief of our society. When was the last time you did not hear someone preached “into heaven” at their funeral? The deceased could have been the most wicked person in town, who gave himself to alcohol, adultery, and brawling, but he will be preached into heaven because “he accepted Jesus as Lord years ago” (or some similar tale). I even heard one woman say of her son who died in a barroom fight, “He was a Christian when he was younger so it’s possible he asked God for forgiveness as he lay dying on the floor.” I guess I too would be clinging to such desperate fantasies if I were in her shoes.
The fact is, good friends, somebody’s going to hell! We might convince ourselves that it will only be occupied by the devil and his angels, but the Lord Himself has painted a different picture regarding judgment. He plainly taught that the majority of people will not be with God in eternity because of their iniquity. When asked about this teaching, Jesus said, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able...But He will say, ’Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity’” (Luke 13:24, 27). Iniquity is a “breach of law” within God’s will. John used the word “lawlessness” to describe it. He said, “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). Thus, Jesus was literally saying that those who insist on violating God’s law will not be permitted to enter into heaven. This message is repeated throughout the New Testament (Gal. 5:19-21; 2 Tim. 2:19). Paul said, “Do not be deceived” regarding fornication, drunkenness, murder, and so forth (1 Cor. 6:9). Now why would he tell us not to be deceived regarding these things? Because he knew that we will be tempted to believe we can practice these unlawful deeds and still feel like we’re going to heaven when we die. He would tell us that such a belief is a L-I-E!
I don’t enjoy the thought of anyone being in hell, let alone myself or people I love. But the reality is hell will have occupants for an eternity—even among those we’ve known in life. It will not only have ungodly heathens, who never obeyed the gospel (2 Thes. 1:8), hell will also have once-faithful Christians who quit the Lord (Phil. 3:18). Everyone reading this article will either be there or in heaven one day. There is no middle ground! Since that is so, “what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God”?
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