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Maybe they like the sound of my voice. Or maybe our phone number is plastered on the walls of every local hotel. Whatever the reason, we are a popular church when it comes to people wanting money for everything from hotel bills to dog food. It is rare to go a week without someone calling for a free handout. And every time these people call I have to wonder, “Who started this trend and why do people believe the church should pay their bills?” Why not call a plumber or insurance agency? Why make the church a bill-paying institution and not these other organizations?
I realize that people associate charity with Jesus and by assumption believe His church should be charitable. That’s not all together false. Jesus was very compassionate (Matt. 15:32), and instructed His church to have the same care (Acts 2:45; 4:35). If we are like Jesus we will be generous and helpful (Heb. 13:16). However, the Bible makes a distinction between what the church can do with its money and what the individual should do with his. The church has not been given the same liberties in spending its money as have individual saints (1 Tim. 5:8, 16; 1 Cor. 11:22). The Lord limits the church’s money to helping needy Christians (Acts 11:29; Rom. 15:25-26). Shall we ignore this rule and use the Lord’s money any way we want? Even individual saints may not financially support just anybody (2 Thes. 3:10). If we want to help a non-Christian, let us use our own money and “let not the church be burdened.” If that is too painful to do, why use the Lord’s money that way?
Somewhere in time men began seeing the church as an entertainment and charitable organization. The most likely culprit is those who modified God’s will to accommodate the crowds (1 Kings 12:26-29). Nevertheless this has created a work for the church that Jesus never intended. The world already has civic organizations. What we need is an institution that helps us learn and do God’s will, which, oddly enough, is the work God gave the church (Eph. 4:11-16). This is in keeping with Jesus who said, “Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life” (John 6:27). To assign His church with an opposite mission does nothing but reduce Christianity to a phone call for a handout. 
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