America’s Greatest Generation
It has been said that the greatest generation of Americans to ever live fought or lived during WWII. They saw America at its depth of poverty in the Great Depression, endured one of this nation’s greatest wars, contributed to one of the most productive periods of economic growth, and witnessed some of the most fascinating accomplishments of mankind. They made America into a superpower with its productivity and accumulation of wealth. They remember a time in America when stores had a limited supply of products made from China and when most American companies manufactured products in America. Those scenes are mostly found nowadays in a Rockwell painting or in reruns of The Waltons.  

As Americans from that era slowly fade away, they share another unique status in that they have witnessed the moral decay of this nation. There was a time in their day when people did not celebrate homosexuality, live together before marriage, or bypass marriage altogether in having a family. I’m not naive enough to think sexual immorality did not exist back then. However, it was not as prevalent years ago as it is now. The general public was not as exposed to moral compromise as freely as it is now in schools, businesses, homes, and in public advertisement. The moral climate in this country has changed and continues to change.

The Bible says moral decay is going to happen. Paul warned, “But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). The question we must ask ourselves, then, is will we be part of the decay or will we be part of the preservation? Will we be salt to our community by preserving moral uprightness and honorable living? Or will we be corrosive and decadent by following after immorality? Living for God requires a righteous choice. “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10).
By God’s mercy, we can find forgiveness from our own sin and have hope of eternal life through Christ (Col. 1:14; Gal. 3:26-27). In doing so, we enter the world’s greatest generation to ever live: Christianity.  –Mike Thomas
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