Gospel-Only Christianity
I once met a person who believed we should preach “only the gospel of Christ and leave the other stuff alone.” By gospel, she meant the life, death, burial and resurrection of Christ (D-B-R). “As long as we agree on this, we can overlook any differences we have in religion.” To her, it mattered not if we disagree on things like instrumental music in worship or having women preachers. “All we have to agree on is the fact that God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son. As long as we agree on this, we can receive one another in all of our differences in religion.”  

Is the gospel of Christ limited to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, or does it include all of the will of Jesus? Does God want us to be united on more than just the D-B-R of Christ? 

Before He died, Jesus told the apostles, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth…” (John 16:12-13). Notice that Jesus said there would be many things the Spirit would teach the apostles in guiding them into all truth. These were things other than what they saw and heard in His earthly ministry. Obviously, if all that matters in Christianity is the things Jesus did and taught during His earthly ministry, why would He send the Spirit to reveal more to the apostles? Why not limit the New Testament to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John if these are all we need to emphasize? And why inspire Paul, who was not present in Jesus’ earthly ministry (1 Cor. 15:8), to reveal the Lord’s commandments (1 Cor. 14:37)? Because all of the New Testament is relevant and important to Christianity.

Therefore, in preaching the gospel of Christ, the apostles taught a vast array of things pertaining to God’s will. In teaching Felix “the faith in Christ,” Paul “reasoned about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come” (Acts 24:24,25). When the Galatians were taught to return to the Law of Moses by practicing circumcision and keeping the sacred days of Judaism, Paul said they were departing from the Lord’s gospel for another gospel (Gal. 1:6). How is keeping the Sabbath contrary to the gospel if the only thing the gospel refers to is the D-B-R of Christ? When Peter and other Christians engaged in racism against the Gentiles, Paul said they “were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel” (Gal. 2:11-14). How is racism contrary to the gospel if it only consists of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ? 

Lest I be misunderstood, I do believe the gospel is based on the death and resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4). It is the basis of all there is in Christianity (and life, for that matter). But is that all Jesus wants us to talk about in preaching His gospel? Or is there more to Christianity than just agreeing on His death, burial and resurrection? Paul thought so, for he told Timothy that things like kidnapping and murder are contrary to the gospel (1 Tim. 1:9-11). This is impossible if the gospel is limited to the earthly life and death of Christ. 

The “gospel only” ideology is just another attempt to avoid having authority for all we do in religion (Col. 3:17). And what’s worse is it corrupts the true meaning of the cross, which is why we should believe and practice all of Christ’s will in Christianity (1 Cor. 2:1-5).  
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