Good People, Bad Children
Some of the godliest people in the Bible had ungodly children. Two parents that come to mind are Eli and Samuel.   

Eli was a priest who served at the tabernacle (1 Sam. 1:9). He was instrumental in guiding Hannah, Samuel, and other faithful Israelites in knowing God’s will. But you wouldn’t have been able to tell that by looking at his children. The Bible says “the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord” (1 Sam. 2:12). Some of their evil deeds ranged from eating foods God forbade to committing fornication with women at the tabernacle! 
One of the reasons given for Eli’s sons’ wickedness was because he “did not restrain them” (3:13). Though he knew of all their vile acts, Eli did not take a stand against them in correcting and rebuking them. Chances are this was a pattern in life from when they were young. Perhaps this is the lesson we need to learn from Eli. Disciplining our children is very unpleasant for both parents and children, but such is necessary if they are to learn to respect God, parents, and other authority figures. The Bible says, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of correction will drive it far from him” (Pro 22:15). Wisdom dictates that we reach a balance between positive affection and firm discipline with our children. Both are essential to their development.
Despite the best training, though, some children will pursue a path in life that is contrary to what their parents taught. Samuel’s children are likely an example of this. Samuel was truly a godly man and prophet of God, but “his sons did not walk in his ways” (1 Sam. 8:3). They resorted to theft, bribery, and perverted justice – absolutely contrary to the example set forth by their father. 

Sometimes our grown children will live in ways contrary to the way they were trained. All we can do is set the right example, pray for them, and remind them of the need to fear God. We can’t be a hypocrite, though, in telling them how to live and not live it ourselves. We must be genuinely godly ourselves. But once that decision has been made, all we can do is pray for our children and show them how to live for God. Just remember: even God knows what it’s like to mourn over children who will not live godly. More so than we! – Mike Thomas
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