God Still Sends Manassehs
 
One of the most encouraging verses in the Bible is found in Genesis 41:51, which reads, “Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: ‘For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's house.’” After all he had lost as a teen sold into slavery (by brothers who preferred to kill him), as a slave betrayed by a slanderous adulteress (whose advancements he refused), as a prisoner forgotten by the king’s butler whose life he blessed, Joseph was eventually rewarded by God. For everything he patiently endured: not seeing his father for over 20 years, the betrayal of family, the slander of friends, and all sorts of injustice, Joseph reached a point in life where he would name his son Manasseh because “God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's house.” The Lord had blessed him so richly in the aftermath of his trials that he was actually able to live as if those trials never came upon him. 
It is encouraging to know that God still sends Manassehs today. Not literal children, though that may be His way of blessing us at times, but through moments of peace, joy and hope from all that we’ve experienced. Like Joseph, we too have scenes of injustice and betrayal by people we know and love. Sometimes Christians are abandoned by mates who want to pursue a life of infidelity and drug abuse. Sometimes Christians are betrayed by coworkers who resent their unwillingness to participate in illegal activity. Sometimes Christians are wrongly accused by angry brethren and disgruntled members. Sometimes Christians have to bury their loved ones sooner than expected. Through it all, we have moments where we can look back and realize that God has given us a Manasseh. The sting of betrayal is eventually replaced with companionship, the penetration of slander is replaced with acceptance and honor, and the pain of saying goodbye is filled with the addition of a new friend or family member. The shame of failure is forgiven. With faith and patience, we can see that, “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry…The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles” (Psa. 34:17, 19). 
Thanks be to God for still sending Manassehs.
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