Glendon Haven
The church at Beaver Dam lost a faithful member this past month. Glendon Haven passed away on September 15th — two days after his 87th birthday. He had been a member at Beaver Dam for decades, serving as an elder for 25 years. The church is indebted to his years of faithful, diligent service as a man of genuine conviction in God, a love for the faith (Jude 3), and a sincere compassion for mankind (Matt. 9:36). He and his first wife, Frances, who passed away in 2001, raised three godly daughters who are married to godly men—all of whom are leading their own children and grandchildren in the Lord. With his loyal wife and friend of these last 7 years, Earlene, by his side, Glendon was able to leave this world surrounded by people who love the Lord and had a genuine love for him. What a tremendous legacy to leave behind. 

       All of this should cause us to think about our own legacy and the name we will leave behind. Will we be remembered as a person who took no interest in others and looked out only for our self? Or will the memory of our name bring joy and warmth into the hearts of those who witnessed our self-sacrifice? The difference will reside in the effort we are willing to exert in loving God and others as we should. A good name comes at cost of personal sacrifice. Godly heroes aren’t made through self-proclamation or compromise in truth, but through faithful, steady, unyielding dedication to God and then to others. But when that debt is paid, indeed, “The memory of the righteous is blessed, But the name of the wicked will rot” (Pro. 10:7).

This is why the world is a little darker today without Glendon in it. One more kind soul who loved God’s word has been removed from the face of the earth. This is a great loss for us. But for those who die in the Lord it is an accomplishment with great reward. They have met the purpose God sought to achieve before He ever made the world: to gather in Christ all who would love and trust Him to be with Him in eternity (Eph. 1:3-11).  This is the hope of every faithful Christian (1 Thess. 4:13-17).

Someone once said that a legacy is built by starting at the end and working forward. I’m thankful for men like Glendon Haven who showed us how to get the job done. I will miss him...for now. 
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