Are There Ghosts?
This is a good question. If there are other questions you’d like for me to address, email them to me at biblestudies@juno.com and I’ll try to find a Bible answer.

There are many who believe the ghosts of certain individuals can be summoned from the dead to interact with us in this world. Countless books, movies and television programs have indulged in this fantasy. I know of godly people who either believe in such occurrences or at least wonder if they occur. I guess we’ve all had our own moments of concern when we were alone in a dark place. What does the Bible say about ghosts?

We can know that it is a sin to try to summon the dead or to dabble with black magic. God told the Jews to avoid the person “who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD…” (Deut. 18:10-12). God has repeated such restrictions for us today in telling us to avoid sorcery and witchcraft (Gal. 5:20). This would include things like astrology, palm reading, tarot cards, and séances. It might make for good entertainment to summon the dead or to play with black magic, but God says it is a sin.
However, a person doesn’t have to believe in witchcraft to wonder if the dead roam the earth. Like I said, I know of some godly people who sincerely believe in ghosts. I, on the other hand, am reluctant to believe in such things because of what Jesus taught regarding the dead. In reading Luke 16:19-31, we see that every dead person departs from this life to go to the realm of the dead, which in the Bible is defined as Hades. This is the place Jesus entered when He died on the cross (Acts 2:31). It is the place where every dead person enters, including David, who wrote about it (Acts 2:25-29). From there, every person will await the Day of Judgment (Heb. 9:27; John 5:28-29). God has not given any indication of a  resurrection before then, except for those raised for a period of time when Jesus and His apostles were confirming the New Testament (Matt. 11:5; Acts 9:41). Even then, however, the entire body of the person was raised and not just their spirit. I know of nothing in the Bible that says the spirits of men are released from Hades before the Judgment. I could be wrong, but this is my understanding of the subject. More importantly, we need to make sure we are prepared for our own departure. Jesus alone can prepare us for that journey (Acts 2:37-41).  –Mike Thomas
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