Is Gambling a Sin?
You’ve seen it a dozen times. A person keeps the entire store at a standstill while they pick out their tickets. When you finally get to cash out and leave the store, you see them in their car anxiously scratching away. If they win, they go back in and trade their winnings in for more tickets. If they lose, they toss the cards in the trash. Either way, they have thrown away money they can’t afford to lose on a dream of hitting it big. Meanwhile, the bills remain piled up and the burdens of life only increase. Can anything good come from this unhealthy addiction?
The closest thing I can find in the Bible on gambling is when the soldiers cast lots for the clothes of Jesus (Matt. 27:35). There is no specific mention of it anywhere else in the Bible. Some will see this absence as justification for gambling, but is that how we are to determine if an activity is morally acceptable or not? The New Testament does not specifically mention rape, abortion, or smoking meth, but can we not see the immorality of these activities by the godly principles they violate? The same reasoning must be applied then in determining if gambling is of God. 

God tells us, “‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:9-10). If you look carefully, you will see that gambling violates every one of these principles. It is an activity that is based on covetousness, deception, and doing harm to others. There is no way I love my neighbor as myself when I’m trying to take his money, whether I’m the casino owner, state legislature, bingo organizer, or fellow poker player. Each party is trying to take something of value from the other, regardless of the pain it will cause. Does that make us more like God or less like Him? And what about the wrecked lives caused by gambling? Is this the kind of righteousness that exalts a nation? Even J. Edgar Hoover warned, “Gambling is a vicious evil, it corrupts our youth and blights the lives of adults. It becomes the spring-board for other crimes - embezzlement, robbery, even murder” (Senate Crime Investigation Committee, Washington DC, August 1951). Certainly, we have seen enough evidence to prove the truth of his statement. 

Instead of wasting our life on a dream that leaves us broke and miserable, why not invest our life in a sure victory (Matt. 11:28-30; Mark 16:16)? If there are other questions you’d like for me to address, email them to me at biblestudies@juno.com and I’ll try to find a Bible answer.  –Mike Thomas
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