For the Elect
 

Christians were elected before time began to be God’s chosen people of this final dispensation. This is why saints are called “the elect” in several passages (Rom. 11:7; Col. 3:12; 2 John 1). Not that each person was specifically identified before time began; that would make God unfair and impartial, which He clearly is not (Acts 10:34, 35). No, Christians are elected by meeting the qualifications God had predefined for those who would choose salvation by faith. He specified the plan and not the person in foreordaining His people before time began (Eph. 1:4, 5). 

Now consider these fine words by Paul regarding the persecution he experienced as a Christian, “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:10). Did he enjoy the trials he faced in preaching the gospel? Not a chance. So why did he go through all the ridicule, false accusation, and strain of rejection? “For the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus”! He knew that even though many rejected the truth, and even considered him an “evildoer” for teaching God’s word (1 Tim. 2:9), eventually some honest souls would see the truth and obey it...and receive the salvation in Christ. He endured the trials so that sincere souls could receive the opportunity to hear and learn the truth, which is how God calls and saves people (John 6:45; 1 Pet. 1:23). 

If Paul had let the opinions of men keep him from saying what needed to be said spiritually, he would have not only failed to bear his cross, he would have kept lost souls from hearing a message they needed for salvation. This is why we must never be ashamed of the Lord and His word. Most will reject it and very few will appreciate it, as Jesus predicts (Luke 13:23, 24), but think of those few who will see and obey it. They will appreciate the tracts and articles; they will respond to the sermons and radio broadcasts. They will be saved because the seed was sown. ”Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this, you will save both yourself and those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:16).
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