Far Better
 
We understand the concept of something being far better than something else. A day that has a temperature of 75 degrees with no humidity is far better than a heat wave or winter blizzard. A day of fishing or golfing is far better than doing chores around the house. A visit from a friend is far better than an evening of solitude. If something is okay, something far better outweighs it in everything good and enjoyable. Far better is not only an improvement; it’s the perfect counterpart to what we have. Far better is way far greater than what is typical. 
Now consider the words of Paul in describing eternal life in Philippians 1:21-23—
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet 	what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be 	with Christ, which is far better. 
Paul said elsewhere of eternal life, “For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life” (2 Cor. 5:4). He repeats in this verse the same thought suggested in Philippians—he was burdened with the anticipation of an eternal habitation with God. “Not because we want to be unclothed” in leaving this life or that there is nothing good to be found in this world. But we eagerly anticipate the next life so that “mortality may be swallowed up by life.” 
There are a lot of good things about this life. A bright day with blue skies and bulging clouds can calm our racing minds. Seeing a young child learn how to walk or use his hands will warm your soul. A friendly smile, brethren gathering for worship, or a trip with the family are all precious moments. But as good as we have it here, there is something far better awaiting us in eternity as the people of God. Life with never ending peace and security (in the presence of God) far surpasses anything you’ll find in this world. It is so grand that Paul said it cannot be described in human words (2 Cor. 12:4). 
Be patient, good Christian. The reward will be far better than any sacrifice you make to obtain it.
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